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SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,SEPTEMBER5

PENDINGCASESintrialcourtsin
crimesagainstwomenandchil-
dreninGujarathasbeenonarise
despite special and fast-track
courts, shows the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
Report 2021. The trend isdue to
a gap in “efficient manpower,
trained judges and vacancy of
sanctioned posts” in the state,
experts say.

According to the NCRB re-
port, the trial courts in the state
haveapendency rateof over97
per centwith Surat recording a
100 per cent in cases of crimes
against women. This is despite
Gujarat faringwell in disposing
of cases in crimes against
women and children at the po-
lice-end.

In 2021, the state reported
7,348 crimes against women,
fewer than 8,028 cases in 2020.
In contrast, the cases of crimes
againstchildrenhavegoneupby
10percent—from4,075in2020
to4,515 in2021.

In 2021, around 2,600 cases
of crimes against womenwere
disposedofbycourtsinGujarat.

Compared to 1,221 cases in
which trials were completed in
crimes againstwomen in 2020,
the courts in the state almost
doubled thenumber to2,535 in
2021. Similarly, the courts com-
pleted trials in 582 cases of
crimes against children in 2021
compared to 217 in 2020.
Notwithstanding this, the pen-
dencyratehasonlygrowninthe
courts.

A total of 96,001 cases of
crimes against women were
pendingtrialinGujaratcourtsby
the end of 2021, compared to

91,732 cases in the sameperiod
ayearbefore. In termsof crimes
against children, 26,240 cases
were pending trial at the endof
2021 compared to 23,268 cases
in2020-end.Thependencyrate
in court disposal of cases of
crimes against children in
Gujarat stands at 97.8 per cent
with the conviction rate at 14.9
percent.

Notably, at a whopping 100
per cent pendency of cases in
crimes against women, Surat
citystoodoutamongthe19met-
ropolitan cities in the NCRB re-
port. Thecityalso reportedzero
conviction rate—with courts in
thejurisdictioncompletingonly
twotrialsin2021,indicatingnei-
ther of the two resulted in any

conviction.
When it comes to crimes

against children among the 19
metro cities of the country,
Ahmedabadcitysawthelowest
convictionrate—8percent.

Interestingly, the state
records high court pendency
rate in crimes against both
women and children in 2021
even as it registered a high po-
licedisposal rate.

The state police administra-
tion disposed of more cases in
crimes against women in 2021
compared to the previous year.
A total of 909 caseswere pend-
ing investigation at the end of
2021 compared to 962 cases in
2020-end.

At 10.9 per cent, Gujarat

ranksthirdlowestinpolicepen-
dencyof cases incrimesagainst
women among 28 states—
Rajasthan has the lowest at 9.6
per cent followed by Madhya
Pradeshat10.6percent.

Similarly,Gujarat'spendency
rate of police disposal of crimes
against children, at 9.6per cent,
is the lowest pendency rate
acrossallstates(UnionTerritory
ofAndamanandNicobarIslands
has the lowestpendency rate at
6.1 per cent) with 481 cases
pendinginvestigationattheend
of theyear.

Whilespecialcourtsandfast-
track courts have been consti-
tuted, Asha Verma, Assistant
ProfessorofLawandHead,GNLU
Centre for Women and Child
Rights at Gujarat National Law
University feels that the “issues
of efficientmanpower, trained
judgesandvacancyofsanctioned
posts"areyettobeaddressed.“If
you look at the constitution of
courts, special courts and fast-
track courts have been consti-
tuted but the problem remains
with manpower and trained
judgesthatarerequiredtobeap-
pointed in these courts. That re-
mains lacking in Gujarat. The
higherjudiciary,too,haspointed
out this lack ofmanpower from
timetotime,”saysVerma.

The National Judicial Data
Grid shows Gujarat has 332
court complexes across the
state—thesecondhighestnum-
ber in the country after
Maharashtra (483).

Apart from addressing the
severe manpower crunch,
Vermasuggests that“effortsare
required at the judiciary also
wheretime-bounddisposalhas
to beprioritised in courtswhen
itcomestocasesofcrimeagainst
womenandchildren.”
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CRIMESREPORTEDAGAINSTCHILDREN

POLICE 2020 2021
Totalcasesdisposedofbypolice 7,953 7,360
Casespendingprobeatyear-end 962 909

COURT
Caseswheretrial completed 1,221 2,535
Casespendingtrialatyear-end 91,732 96,001

POLICE 2020 2021
Totalcasesdisposedofbypolice 4,137 4,531
Casespendingprobeatyear-end 511 481

COURT
Caseswheretrial completed 217 582
Casespendingtrialatyear-end 23,268 26,240

CRIMES AGAINSTWOMEN&CHILDREN

Cases pending trial in Gujarat
courts on rise: NCRB report

CRIMESAGAINSTWOMEN,CHILDREN

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT,SEPTEMBER5

EIGHTEENSHEEPhavedieddue
to the outbreak of Sheeppox
Virus (SPV) in Surendranagar
since August 21. This comes as
the state battles an outbreak of
lumpyskindisease (LSD).

BothLSDandSPVareviruses
of thecapripoxvirusgenus.

However, government offi-
cersclaimedtheyhavemanaged
to keep the outbreak limited to
one herd of whom 38 sheep
havecontractedthevirus,and18
havedied.

Officers of the state animal
husbandry department said a
team of veterinarians visited

Himmatpura village in Dasada
talukaonAugust22aftermedia
reportsemergedofsheepfalling
ill enmasse.

“Some illness was reported
in a herd of 145 sheep in
Himmatpura on August 21. So,
our team visited the village the
following day. The team found
thateightsheephadfallenilland
two of them had died.
Symptoms suggest the sheep
had contracted the sheeppox
virus andnot goatpoxvirus that
causes lumpy skin disease,”
Falguni Thakar, director of ani-
mal husbandry (DoAH) of
Gujarat, said.

The officer said that samples
ofinfectedsheepweresenttothe
NationalInstituteofHighSecurity

Animal Diseases (NIHSAD) for
laboratorytests.Thesamplesre-
turnedpositiveforSPV.

“Our team started giving
treatment to the infected ani-
mals while advising the herds-
man to segregate other sheep.
But later on, 30 fresh infections
were reported. However, all of
the infections were from the
same herd. As a precautionary
measure, we have vaccinated
2,283 sheep found in the radius
of 15 km. There has been no
fresh infection reported among
the herd since September 3,”
Thakar further said.

The DoAH said the healthy
sheep have been given doses of
SPVvaccinetogivethesmallru-
minants protection against the

viral disease that spreads
through vectors like houseflies,
mosquitos, ticks as well as
throughdirect contact.

“The outbreak of sheeppox
virus is not new. Isolated out-
breaks are reported from the
state on and off. But there is a
vaccine for this virus and there-
fore,wehavebeenabletotackle
such outbreaks. The situation is
undercontrol,” Thakaradded.

Pravin Kanjariya, deputy di-
rector of animal husbandry in
Surendranagar, said the herds-
manwhose flock has been af-
fected lives in an isolated place.
“He keeps his herd in isolated
places. Maybe, that has helped
in containing the spread of the
virus,” saidKanjariya,

Sheeppox virus: 18 sheep die in Surendranagar

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER5

AMAZONINDIAonMondayan-
nouncedthelaunchof itslargest
SortationCentreinGujaratahead
of theupcomingfestiveseason.

SituatedintheBavlaindustrial
area in Ahmedabad and spread
across 1.25 lakh sq ft, the sorta-
tioncentrewill sortandconnect
customer packages to the deliv-

ery stations of Ahmedabad and
othercitiesof thestate.

With this expansion,
Amazon India will now have
three sortation centres with
more than1.35 lakharea.

This expansionwill support
more than1.5 lakhsellers in the
state to reach a larger customer
basewhile offering awider se-
lectionofproductsandfasterde-
liveries this festive season.

"Weareexpandingourinfra-

structure across the state, and
this expansionwill create new
jobopportunities.Theexpansion
is in linewith our commitment
to deliver packages faster, reli-
ablyandsafely aheadof theup-
coming festiveseason.

"The new Sort Centre in
Ahmedabadwillhelpuscaterto

more consumers in different
parts of Gujarat, a testament to
thegrowingadoptionofe-com-
merce across the country,"
Amazon India Director,
Customer Fulfilment, Supply
Chain and Amazon
Transportation Services,
AbhinavSinghsaid.

Amazon India launches sortation centre in state ahead of festive season

AFTERLSD

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
SURAT,SEPTEMBER5

APERSON fromSuratwas ar-
rested after the DRI officials
seized 85,600 e-cigarettes
worthRs20 croreof 14differ-
ent flavours. The accusedwas
producedbeforetheSuratdis-
trictcourtandwassenttojudi-
cialcustodyMonday.

Actingona tip-off, theDRI
officialshadSundayeveningin-
tercepteda trailer thatwason
its way fromAhmedabad to
MumbaiatPalsanacrossroads
inSuratdistrict.

Uponcheckingthevehicle,
theofficialsfoundthecontainer
whichwas then taken to the
Inland Container depot at
Sachin inSurat.

Thee-cigaretteswerefound
in the container and the con-
signmentownerParwejAlam,
a resident ofMumbai,was ar-
rested.Hehasbeenbookedun-
der Customs Act 1962 under
sections135(1)(i)(a),135(1)(a)
and(b),asthesale,production,
import,export,distribution,etc,
are prohibited in India from
2019. The trailer driver Rawat
stated that the consignment
landed at Mundra Port on
September 1. Itwas loaded in
thetrailerandwasdestinedto

reachBhiwanditowninThane
districtofMaharashtra.

The owner had also told
him to call himonce the con-
signmentwas likely to reach
Navsari district, as itwouldbe
lateruploadedinothervehicles
forfurtherjourneyatBhiwandi.

Alamtoldthepolicethatthe
consignmentwastobefurther
delivered to twobusinessmen
ofMumbaifromhiswarehouse
inBhiwandi.Twosuchconsign-
mentswerebroughtinJulyand
August 2022, by himand the
goodswerestoredinhisware-
houseinBhiwandi.

Followingthis,ateamofDRI
reachedBhiwandiandchecked
thewarehousewhere e-ciga-
rettesworth Rs 2 crorewere
seizedfromthespot.

TheofficialsaidthatDRIof-
ficialsaretryingtodigoutmore
information fromtheaccused
to find out if other people are
involvedintheracket.

E-cigarettes worth
Rs 20 crore seized,
one held in Surat

Actingonatip-off,the
DRIofficials
interceptedatrailer
thatwasonitsway
fromAhmedabadto
MumbaiatPalsana
crossroadsinSurat

Ahmedabad
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